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and Developing Countermeasures 
 
Performer: Institute for Science and International Security (ISIS) 
Project Lead: David Albright 
Project Cost: $158,610 
Fiscal Year(s): 2012-2013 
 
Demand: 
The WMD capabilities of adversarial state and non-state actors remain a clear and 
present danger to American and international security. Rarely are these capabilities 
developed solely indigenously. Instead, sophisticated and often well-hidden illicit trade 
networks funnel WMD materials and related items to interested buyers. Some 
networks have been destroyed or otherwise disabled; however, the ongoing diffusion 
of power throughout the globe means the threat remains.  
 
Objective: 
The objective of the project is to produce a monograph evaluating the world of illicit 
nuclear trade 5-10 years from now. The project will advance this body of knowledge 
and improve the chances of detecting covert nuclear programs, potentially delaying 
the development of nuclear programs of proliferant states, and providing more time 
for counter-WMD activities to succeed. 
 
Approach: 
ISIS will use a variety of research methodologies to produce the monograph, 
including the hosting of two expert, off-the-record workshops; one addressing 
emerging nuclear technologies and their national origins, and the other focused on 
characterizing future threats and developing countermeasures. Researchers will 
determine which nations and actors are likely to become suppliers or facilitators to 
proliferant states, the expected technical methods to acquire nuclear weapons, and the 
states or non-state actors that will seek or spread them. Once the monograph is 
complete, ISIS briefings to U.S. government stakeholders will recommend policy 
actions to minimize the threats posed by these developments. 
 
